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Upcoming Dates:

Feb. 22: K-1 begin 5-day per week schedule
Mar. 2: Grades 10-12 return (Hybrid A)
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Superintendent Message
As one of the largest districts in Washington State, we are a leader in reopening schools for in-person
instruction safely. We also continue to provide remote learning for families who prefer to remain in CL
2.0. We have learned a lot from others and from our own staff who have been providing in person
instruction for several months. Now we feel we can be a model for other districts on the necessary
health and safety measures in place so that returning to school can be safely done. The CDC has
con�rmed that schools can have onsite education in a safe effective way and the Governor and other
state leaders are asking districts to feel a sense of urgency in this work.

OSPI’s statewide School Reopening data as of Feb. 8 reports 40.6% of elementary and 22.9% of
Middle/Junior High students are receiving some form of in-person instruction weekly. Here in Puyallup
we have approximately 21,672 PSD students (61% student population) currently on campus as of Feb.
17. This week, junior high students started with groups A and B on campus, followed with groups C
and D next week.

Our progress towards reopening for a district our size is commendable. Because of our continued
efforts to mitigate transmission in schools through mask compliance, social distancing, and
appropriate COVID response protocols, we are showing our neighbors that in-person instruction can
be delivered safely and effectively. Some of our small district neighbors may have �exibility not present
for larger districts like ours. There are more variables for us to manage that complicates these efforts.
It takes a lot of coordination and partnering with all stakeholders. I recognize and applaud the work of
principals, teachers, staff, students and families.

Keep up the good work! Together, we can lead our community and build con�dence around reopening
schools.

Take care,

Dr Polm

https://youtu.be/-3-wxBnphkw
https://www.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/press-releases/novel-coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-resources/school-reopening-data


Congratulations CTE Teacher of the Year!
As a part of Career and Technical Education month, a CTE teacher of the
year is recognized based on nominations from the CTE department and
secondary building administrators. Congratulations goes to Dr. Cassie
Mueller, for her ongoing efforts to provide exceptional support for
students, colleagues, and the community.

Cassie was selected from the nominations made by the CTE Department Family and their building
administrators. Cassie’s stellar and unswerving support over the past year for students, colleagues,
and community – especially in the midst of COVID-19 - has served as a model of what CTE is all about.
Her efforts have advanced the goal of preparing students for a career path and practicing leadership
through community service.

Meal Distribution Count:

Feb. 16: 13,080 meals distributed through 5-day meal packs

COVID Activity Update
As of Feb. 17, the 14-day case rate per 100K is 237.7. The county
metrics are in the “moderate” risk level with ‘Hospitalization for
COVID’ �at or decreasing, cases decreasing, test positivity between
5-10%, and the 14-day case rate per 100,000 below 350. This data
helps us move forward in returning students to campus.

Staff must remain diligent in mitigating disease transmission. With
proper mask wearing, social distancing, and cleaning/sanitizing
measures, we can ensure our school environments are as safe as
possible. Staff members are asked to use Teams for meetings when
possible and avoid group meetings in closed spaces when possible.
We want to do all we can to reduce exposure risks.

Link to the latest PSD COVID-19 data here.

Planning for Spring State Testing
While the district waits for information from the state on a waiver for
spring testing, logistical planning is still underway.

Every year, students in grades 3-8, 10, and 11, participate in spring
testing. New guidance prohibits districts from administering spring
state testing remotely, regardless of instructional model. This means
that all testing needs to be conducted onsite.

The district will be contacting elementary families of students in
grades 3-6 enrolled in Continuous (Distance) Learning informing

https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-people/diseases/covid-19-information-for-schools
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/district/reopening_schools/c_o_v_i_d-19_data
https://s.smore.com/u/dd9fd0011fa3bc99f36fa8258c0dff03.png
https://s.smore.com/u/d5b775e7d0ca00a118f2f1203f3da38f.png


News from WA State DOH
In a Feb. 16 press conference, Governor Inslee discussed the state's
ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including school testing
programs and returning to in-person learning. He was joined by Lacy
Fehrenbach, deputy secretary for COVID response, Department of Health; Shaun Carey,
superintendent, Enumclaw School District; and Sarah Sutton, project manager, Health Commons
Project.

View the press conference here.

OPMA Update Regarding Public Board
Meetings
New guidance allows regions in Phase 2 to allow for in-person School
Board meetings. As such, the next School Board meeting scheduled
March 1 will be held onsite at Ballou Junior High.

Meetings allow for a limited capacity with current health and safety
protocols. Information on how to access the meeting virtually will be shared with the public.

New Adds: Teachers of the Year Kindness Stories
As we continue our month-long focus honoring the work of all teachers, link to the latest kindness
stories on our website.

them of this guidance and obtaining information to prepare for
onsite logistics. This information will be crucial for schools in
planning testing times, dates, and space for all students.

We are committed to communicating spring assessment
information as news becomes available.

Supporting Teens’ Mental Health
Like parents, educators may be wrestling with how best to support adolescents during this time while
also navigating their own well-being.

This article provides tips for listening and connecting with teens:

Check-in without interviewing and looking for things we need to “�x” for them.
Listen your way through their problems with undivided attention.
Drowning doesn’t build resilience; support kids by teaching resilience strategies you use.
Practice zooming out and �nding purpose; “I get this. This is hard. What else can you do?”
Look for small pieces of happiness and hope everyday.
Meet them where they are.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTcuMzUzNzU3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50dncub3JnL3dhdGNoLz9jbGllbnRJRD05Mzc1OTIyOTQ3JmV2ZW50SUQ9MjAyMTAyMTQwMiJ9.g62jis8CVvZGBGNH59jUboplJAXlBdV79fCOIXZKHsc%2Fs%2F1204645581%2Fbr%2F97689316035-l&data=04%7C01%7Cgillisl%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C5b2239eb9f2c4182155d08d8d2fadd44%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637491322673523521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wq2PpnTkL1h9dEXq0X4EDzXz5x7C%2FnNmrSqXUeOk2Ek%3D&reserved=0
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/psd_spotlight/teacher_s_of_the_year
https://s.smore.com/u/bc9c6693b6436acf4139c09fe264c7e0.gif
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/57108/listen-and-connect-how-parents-can-support-teens-mental-health-right-now
https://s.smore.com/u/da6129f13279c96e9b41f4a3e6279407.png


It’s not too late. Do you have a personal shout-out or teacher of the year
story to share? Email the Communications Department!

Device Upgrades for Certificated Sta�
Device upgrades will begin to be distributed to elementary
certi�cated staff beginning March 1. EdTec will contact Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Assistant Principals, and Principals. Device
upgrades will be distributed at Pope Elementary and EdTec TOSAs
and staff will be onsite to support employees with the transition to
the new computers.

Help Desk Tip: The easiest way to open a help desk ticket is via the
TopDesk Self Service Portal. Find the link on your Clever dashboard
or bookmark the page.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender

expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

Non-Discrimination Statement
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